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The Leadville Situation
Outside of Leadville district where

nil tbo conditions of mining nud its
correlated industry the smelting of
ores ure corupieheusively known tbo
idea prevail Unit tbo American Smelt ¬

ing and Rolliiiug company is pursuing
a policy which is gradually crushing
the life out of that camp This feeling
arises from ill considered loports and
lack of uuderstaudiug While admit ¬

ting that the trust is an ootopuH und
like all other trusts is exacting a
larger share of galu than it Is justly
entitled to for the purpose of paying
dividends upon excesively watered
capitalization it is by no means guilty
of all the charges preferred As it be
comes more accustomed to crime it
may learn to lore it by and by when
we may look for some excessive indul ¬

gences in that sort of thing Hut as
one of my old mining comrades who
was extremely fund of debating used
to say to mo Come now let us bo
ruzzonable

The extensive deposits of mineral
upon which Leudville was founded
were discovered twenty four years ago
The principal sources of the great
revenue which in tide it the wonder of
its time were carbonates of lead very
rich and very easily smelted It came
to pass that in a fuw years of operation
the greater part of these valuable ores
disappeared beiuj replaced by refrac-
tory

¬

depositions carrying zino and
some otbor elements which had to be
disponed of boford the minoral could
bo worked in tho smelting furnaces
The story though very Interesting as
a whole is too long for reproduction
hero but that fact cannot be set
aside namely that it has taken tho
miners and smelters of Colorado
twenty two yoars to master tho Lead
vllle ore problem and bring it to tho
stage of today In theso efforts it is
not extravagant to May that millions of
mouoy have been expended In a word
we are just uow in the second year of
the twentieth century in a position to
know exactly what to do with the sever-
al

¬

combinations
When tho carbonates disappeared

the tnluers ran up agalust zinc Until
throe year aio there was no market
for Colorado zinc and when a market
was found through a young man
named Davit who came out as the
agent of Johnson J Co of New York
exporters of that muterial the dlfll
culty lay In fitting It for export
There was not a mill in all Colorado or
the West equal to It Then the sclen
tists aud inventors and uxperimeutors
went to woik and finally fixed it
Therefore twenty of Leadvilles
twenty four years have been spent in
experimenting with its ore problem
The zino question was put to rest
only last year By the end of this year
it will be a source of great profit
instead of an incumbrance and a curse
It takes time to work chemical and
metallurgical revolution

Now then with the fluxing ores of
Leadville the American Smeltiug and
Refining company would havo a hard
time of it That dletrict is one of the
most important fields within the entire
scope of its jurisdiction It is its main
base of supplies in Colorado It Is the
greatest district of its kind in tho
world It Is not owned by tho smelt
lug trust One of Us largest minos is

the A Y and Minnie I went all
through tbo extenslvo workings of that
property when they were at their most
productive aud profitable stage Sam

D Nicholson was Its superintendent
und my old time frjend C L Hill Its
manager It ha been owned for near ¬

ly twenty years by the Guggenheinis

the leading factors u the smelter trust
They ran Into zino lifter they had made

a great miue of it und this put an end

to its productive power Siuco they

quit about ten year ago I believe it

has been worked in a demltory fashlou

by leasers Only a few months ago the
Guggenheim who Mill own It gavo a

loug time lease on favorable terms to

Sara D Nicholson C L Hill aud their

associates who are uow preparing to

make it one of tho most productive
properties In Luko county To this
end they aro building a big mill at the
mine which will soparato the zinc from
the iron and lead It Is about com ¬

pleted

rraittrinrTmiBimwf iwimm twinawl nfli

The Guitgeuheiois want tho zino not
only of tho A V and Minnie but of- -

every other miuo in Leadville for the
large smelter they aro building lu
rueblo The American Smeltiug aud
Refilling company wants the other pro ¬

ducts Nicholson will givo It to them
in truiuloads by aud by for he knows
every inch of the property as a child
knows its letters

Over 00 per cent of all the ores pro ¬

duced In Leadville district are low
grade containing 18 to 15 per ton
Rightfully handled aud in great quan ¬

tity there Is fine profit in them
In 190J aud lJJl S I Nicholson as

manager of the A M W combination
demonstrated tho existence of enor-
mous

¬

bodies of sulphide oro below the
planes which had beon previously
worked by Smith and Moffat This
superb manager together with Major
A V I3ohn of tho Home Milling com-

pany
¬

opened by their skill and daring
n new eru for Leadville tho Sulpbido
Bra Together with tho men who fol-

lowed

¬

their example tromeudous new
resources have been developed within
tbo last year aud a half in the lower
contacts Worked together at their
fullest capacity thoy could supply all
the furnaces of tho American Smelting
aud Refining company in the West
with that class of material Last sum ¬

mer there camo au outcry from Lead-

ville
¬

that the smelters had beon re ¬

stricting their output of sulphide ore
It grew so vehement I went up there to
examine the conditions Within an
hour after my arrival I was shown
through the Arkansas Valley smelter
by Its superintendent Mr Johnson
Dropplug details two things appeared
First through Nicholson and a few
other operators a dclugo of sulphides
had been thrown upon the markets
To make it clear to the average reader
those sulphides must bo calcined or
roasted before they cau bo smelted
The roasting capacity of the smelter
was too limited by half for the supply
The deluge had como rather suddenly
and It was great

Almost simultaneously thero came a
financial panic in Uormauy which up
set tho metal markets of Europe It
also affected the American market
Tbore followed an enormous accumu-
lation of silver copper and load that
had to be stored aud held until the
market should recover This led to a
sharp decline in prices Forced sales
would have created a panic in our own
country

The clamor fornn open market for
sulphides continued until after tho
New Year came in Meanwhile the
engineers of the Arkansas Smeltiug
aud Refining company planned exten ¬

sive additious to the roasting capacity
which have siuco been constructed
Tho conditions in Europe improving
oxports of metals wore renewed and
the vast surplus stocks began to dis-

appear
¬

Mr Nicholson aud some oth
or operators camo to Denver conferred
with tho trust committee in April I
think aud returned home with the as ¬

surance that tho embargo againfit sul ¬

phides would be lifted A few days
later there came a dispatch to tho Post
from Leadville announcing the glad
tidings The gates were open and tho
sulphides began to stream out again

Finally Leadville is more prosper ¬

ous today and has greater pros-

pects
¬

in view than at any timo since
II A W Tabor roso as a star of the
first magnitude That is saying a good
deal but it Is true But the day of In ¬

dividual mining has passed aud it will
not return The lesson of today is
that vast tonnages of oro must be ex-

tracted
¬

aud tteatcd and tho smelter
must be enlarged to handle them That
this will follow is not a debatable ques ¬

tion Ureat stress has been laid upon
tho fact that tho trust has closed two
of its Leadville plants It is forgotten
that the capacity of the Arkansas Val ¬

ley plant has been doubled to take the
placo of the two that aie closed Gen-
eral

¬

Frank Hall in Denver Post

Wedekind City Nevada

A Wedekind Nov special to the
Denver Mining Record says About
four milos from Reno Nevada in the
extreme western purt of tho state Is

situated tho uew aud thriving miuiug
camp of Wedekiud named after tho
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discoverer of what is uow tho Sparks
mine but still Ituo vn locally as the
Wedekind One can scarcely Imagine
a place less resembling the typical
milling camp than this where all tho
distinctive features aro absout and the
landscape suggests a farming com ¬

munity So many camps rely on good
dumping ground as a most Imnortiint
adjunct that we Hud many that have
little else to reeommeul them One
naturally when thinking of a mining
camp pictures in his minds eye tho
majestic range the rugged plneclad
ridges extending at right angles there-
from little trickling or brawll g
streams in the canons or up their locky
sides perched where eagles build their
nests on tho cliffs are the shaft houses
Relow them in widening fan shapud
slides are the dumps always lighter
in color than tho Mirrouuding rocks
and of varying dimensions so that one
vorsed In mining can to a considerable
degree judge of tho extent of the work ¬

ings from tho size of the wasto dumps
You will find none of theso out there
in Wedekind Dumps there are to be
sure but like ant hills they rise from
tho ground How would the average
miuer feel stauding on tbo dump of
the Wedekind mine to see below him
an irrigation ditch while to the right
and left that h to the south aud east
are luxuriant fields of alfalfa

Rut such is the case aud it is not
strange that tho discovery of mineral
in such a place was duo to the faith
and perseverance of a tenderfoot for
who but one uf those would think of
sinking a shaft where the prairie dogs
bark tho sago hens run in and out of
the odorous cage brush and tho whir-

ring
¬

clatter of the mower is board as it
eats its way into tho rank growth of
the alfalfa Hut it Is not the mining
expert nor yet the practical prospector
that Is responsible for our new dis
coveries of mineral They come later
and aro useful In their timo aud place
but the pioneer Is the tondorfoot All
who know the early history of Cripple
Creek will remember how the experts
of Denver Leadville and Colorado
Springs turned down what is now
the most important gold mining camp
on the continent and but for the do
spiced tenderfoot might still be as It
was a cattle ranch And so with old
man Wedekind He found indications
of mineral and not knowing else than
gold is where you find it he persevered
in tho face of ridicule and had the su ¬

preme satisfaction of seeing his scoff
ers turn into solicitous friends ready
and willing to share with him bis good
fortune The miuo ho discovered has
up to the present time produced about
a half million dollars Not much as
big mines go but It has boon worked
but sparingly Its purchaser Mr
John Sparks has tdowly developed it
in tbo meantime erecting a modern
largo capacity mill which is now in
oporation and is proving very success ¬

ful What makes the Wedekind a big

mine Is the fuct that there is now
opened up ore to the value of two mill
ion dollars Even this Is not remark-
able

¬

but you begin to appreciate its
impurtauco when you learn that the
mino is but --M0 feet deep and that
drifts extend but a distance of 25J feet
on tbo vein A small amount of de ¬

velopment surely to represent such
value but tho explanation is found in
the grade of tho oro and the width of

tho oro body It in claimed that the
oro uow going through the mill will
average 25 to the ton Tho vein so

far as doveloped averages 35 feet in
width Here are two facts which tak ¬

en in conjunction will open tho eyes
of even tho uninitiated to tho tremen
dous possibilities of tho mine Those
who are familiar with the Comstock
lode and its production will also ro
momber the number of mines located
on this tbo groatest mineral fedge the
world bus ever known Gut Is it not
possible that Nevada the home of the
one is about to givo to the world an ¬

other equally important A vein hav¬

ing au ore shute 3 5 feet wide can be
nothing less than another Comstock
formed undor similar conditions and
of practically tbo same ore disposition
Tho two camps Virginia City uud
Wedekind aro but 15 miles apart as
the crow flies iu the same range of

mountaius and on the same mineral
belt It would appear theu that the
ore which cropped to the surface on
the Comstock lode again appealed at
Wedekind aud that as It was followed
for thousands of feet along tbo former
so will it be found to extend as gener ¬

ously on the Wedekind lode Wo may
expect to hear of further important
discoveries iu the near future as the
shafts uow going down on the lode are
approaching the horizon carrying the
bonanza values in the Sparks mine
The Consolidated Nevada compbuy Is
sinking two shafts on the vein an rap
idly as men and money can do it while
Harry Ramsay old man Wedektuds
son-in-la- has already found the ore
receut values showing close to 2753 in
gold and silver from tho bottom of his
359 foot shaft

Others there are whose faith is equal
to the expenditure of time and money
for one has only to go to the Wedekind
mine und see the ore coming out much
of it runulng 3O00S to tho ton to feel
that years could be well spent in an
endeavor to And another such mine
Here then can we look for another
Comstock the lodo whose mines made
the fortunes of so many aud where
the late lamented John W Mackay
found his millions

general 7VUnn neW5s

The smeller has been shut down in
definitely the management refusing
to state when work would be resumed
further than it is likely to bo from
00 to 0J days A Chicago man has
been brought ou to handle the fire in
the miue who says ho cau put it out
with the proper apparatus Company
machinists made a machine for the
work but it did not fill the require ¬

ments It was then found necessary
to send to Chicago for special ma
chines which will arrive soon Jeiome
Reporter

A Mexican miuer last week brought
in 17 pounds of gold quartz from
which Assayer Duffy Morrow secured
21 ounces of gold worth at least U
per ounce The rock was wonderfully
rich some of it belug worth 100OJOS

per ton The Mexican would not tell
where he got the lock but said there
wbs pleuty more whore that came
from and also that he would be back
In a few days with a lot of It Several
old prospectors had their eyes on him
for several days intending to follow
him out of town but he managed to
give them the slip It is thought that
the Mexican has found the long lost
Adams diggings Copper Era

Speaking of the trial run of the
Aiken furnace at the United Verde
mines the Reporter of Jerome Ariz
says It was worked for about six
hours when it was but down The
United Verdo management did not ex-

pect
¬

the furuaco to work smoothly at
tho first trial and when it was abut
down six hours after blowing in no
one bad lost confidence in tho new
method Tho furnace with a few
changes it is thought will do all that
its inventor claims for it Old em ¬

ployes of the United Verde who
watched the furnace ut work generally
thought well of It Tbo trial was made
on tho gray copper ore as it was taken
from the miue this the intense heat
of the oil melted readily Whether or
not all the values will be saved remains
to be seen after a moie thorough test
Tho priuclpal advantage claimed fur
the Aiken Is that It melts oro without
having to send it to the roast first

beat is supplied by oil which is also a
saving over coke

S L Brannan who has beon assay ¬

ing at the Garcia mine ten miles
southwest from here came to town
Wednesday and reports n good shoot
of ore as having been opened up on
tho3K foot level last weok Tho oro
assays from 1503 to 20HJ a ton and Is

freo milling and very soft Free gold
is prominently visible in some speci-

mens

¬

which of course carry far great ¬

er values than tboso mentioned The
Garcia mino yielded rich returns at
one time toveral years ago but has
been closed down until lately when J
B Youngof Toronto Canada secured
control of tho property siuco when
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considerable development and explor ¬

ation work has been done Notwitb
standing some printed reports that
the 10 stamp mill was again ruuning
Mr Brannan says the mill has not yet
been started but that three shifts have
been worki g developing the mine
Mr Young is reported an being more
than satisfied with the looks of the
property but has been compelled to
closedown temporarily und will have
a number of large storan tanks built
to save the water which is now being
encountered In the mine it being
thought that it will be sufficient with
a little more work to ennble them to
start tho mill Until the uecessary
tanks can bo built n man will be kept
at tho miue to keep the water pumped
out News Herald

American capital has lbsorbed an-

other
¬

old mining landmark of Mexico
The Santa Fellcita mine known to
almost every mining pioneer of tho
Southwest has beeu sold the pur-

chaser
¬

being a New York syndicate
This property Is oue of the most noted
autiguas of the Caboica district of

Sonora and although onlj worked by
the most primitive methods has net-

ted
¬

the owners valuable returns R
S Staple a mining expert of San
Fiancisco who has just returned from
a tour of inspection of many of So
noras camps btuted yesterday that
the now owners are making prepara-
tions

¬

fur the opening up of the prop-

erty
¬

in a style never before attempted
In that field The company will install
a pipe liue several miles in length aud
will build a laige modern mill for the
reduction of ore ou band At present
there are 1200 tons of ore that carries
10 to the ton In gold on the dumps
said Mr Staple and a large amount iu
sight By very primitive methods the
Mexicans sunk a shaft to a depth of
500 feet and several cross cuts will be
run in this working before another
shaft Is started The consideration
was not given The title to another
famous mine of Sonora underwent a
chauge last week A decition was re-

ceived

¬

from the supreme court of Mex-

ico

¬

giving Douglas Bros titlo to the
Esperunza del Picbacho gold mines
near Bacacbe in the Arizpe district of
Sonora It is reliably reported that
830 worth of the richest of gold ore
has beeu held at tho mine waiting the
decision The ore contain I free gold
in marvelous quantity Times

Just Look at Her

Whence cume that sprightly step
faultless skin rich rosy complexion
smiling face She look good feels
good Heres her secret She uses Dr
Kings New Lire Pills Result all
organs active digestion good no head ¬

aches no chance for blues Try
them yourself Only 25c st all drug-
gists

¬

If you want a juicy steak a delicious
mutton chop a good chop of pork or
anything in the lines of cured meats
go to the Kingman Meat Market
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BAKING

PME
Improves the flavor

and adds to the health- -

ruLness of the food

Superlative in
Strength and Purifcv
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